
Celebrating Easter together, while apart.  
 
If you have a candle and some matches you can light them when the Paschal Candle is lit. 
Please join in with the words in bold type 

 The Lighting of the Easter Candle 
The Greeting 

Christ yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the end, 
Alpha and Omega, 
all time belongs to him, 
and all ages; 
to him be glory and power, 
through every age and for ever.  Amen. 
 
This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life.  Throughout the world 
Christians celebrate the awesome power of God.  As we hear his word and proclaim all that God has 
done, we can be confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him for ever.   
 
The Easter Candle is lit with the words 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
 
The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Light your own candle (and respond with increasing volume). 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
Song: Lord I lift your name on high https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNk6dvA5gIA 
Please make sure your microphone is off, but if you join in with the actions we’ll be able to see you! 

 
Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name: 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Prayers of Penitence 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 
We have lived by our own strength, 
and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNk6dvA5gIA


We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 
as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived for this world alone, 
and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Lord, hear us and help us. 
 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
  

The Collect 
God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
  
If any children would like to go off and find something to show us later  
Either something that means Easter to them 
Or something that is old and something that is new 
They could do that now, or at any point later in the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Readings 
 
Jeremiah 31 v 1-6 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.   

Thus says the Lord: 
The people who survived the sword 
 found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, 
 the LORD appeared to him from far away. 
I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 
 O virgin Israel! 
Again you shall take your tambourines, 
 and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
Again you shall plant vineyards 
 on the mountains of Samaria; 
the planters shall plant, 
 and shall enjoy the fruit. 
For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 
 in the hill country of Ephraim: 
‘Come, let us go up to Zion, 
 to the LORD our God.’ 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Acts 10 v 34-43 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all.  That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
 
 

  



Gospel Reading 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 
Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 28 v 1-10 
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb.  And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men.  But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.  Come, see the place where he lay.  
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.”  This is my message for you.’  So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
‘Greetings!’  And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him.  Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
 
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
  
  

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
  
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin 
and rising to new life with him.  Therefore I ask: 
 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them. 
  
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ. 

  
 

The Creed 
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
All say:  We believe and trust in him. 



 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, Jesus Christ, who took our human nature, died for us, and 
rose to life again? 
All say: We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ 
known in the world? 
All say: We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
All say: This is our faith; we believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

These responses may be used 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
(or) 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
and at the end 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
And said, ‘Peace be with you’. 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
Click Grid view at the top right of your screen and wave to everyone else!. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 



And now we give you thanks 
Because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
The long reign of sin is ended,  
A broken world is being renewed 
And humanity is once again made whole. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels, 
And with all the company of heaven, 
We proclaim your great and glorious name, 
For ever praising you and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
 
 
  



Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen 
  

Breaking of the Bread 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 
 
 



God of Life, 
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
  

 
Notices and hearing from children 

 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
St Andrew’s version of Thine be the Glory 
 

May Christ, 
Who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 
Fill you with his new life: 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
  


